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TH5078 – Export prices increased 1 to 4 percent due to foreign buyers’ concerns over the drought 

situation in main-crop rice growing areas.  
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Export prices increased 1 to 4 percent due to numerous inquiries from foreign buyers, particularly 

from the Middle East and African countries.  Sources indicated that foreign buyers and traders are 

concerned about the Thai Government’s announcement of limited water supplies and low reservoir 

levels in rice areas of the central plains.  These announcements warned farmers to delay planting 

their main-crop rice until the end of July 2015.  However, government reports show that planted 

areas are increasing in the central plains despite the announcements.  Consequently, the areas of 

MY2015/16 main-crop rice estimated to be affected by drought reportedly have increased to 0.6 

million rai (96,00 hectares).  

While not yet officially announced, the Government is likely to sell rice stocks of around 0.8 million 

metric tons from the public tender for 1.1 million metric tons issued on June 15 (Table 2).  The 

sales will consist of 0.5 million metric tons of 5% grade white rice and 0.3 million metric tons of 

broken white rice (A1 Super grade).  The government plans to issue another public tender for 

around 1 million metric tons in July 2015.  The details of the tender have not been finalized. 
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Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for June 15-21 

2015 totaled 71,433 metric tons, down 56,558 metric tons from the previous week and down 

8,927 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 80,361 metric tons (Table 3).  Rice 

exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) from January 1 – June 21, 2015, totaled 

1,794,040 metric tons, down 16 percent from the same period last year. 

Total rice exports from January to April 2015 totaled 2,826,561 million metric tons, down 4 

percent from the same period last year (See GAIN Report – TH5069 Grain and Feed Update, May 

2015). 
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